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Heartfelt Rotarians’ £510 donation to sports club

A HEART support charity was
given a cash boost from generous
Rotarians.
The Bolton Rotary Club donated

£510 to the Bolton ICD Support
Group to buy life-saving
equipment at Markland Hill
Racquet Sports and Fitness Club.

The majority of the money has
been raised from the Ironman UK
2012 event.
The Bolton ICD (implantable

cardiac defibrillator) provides
support for patients with ICDs and
provides defibrillators for
community groups.

■ Pictured from lefte are Alan
Smith, Bolton Rotary president,
Arup Banerjee, Rotary service
project committee chairman,
Tracey Wilkinson, Bolton ICD
fundraising manager , Peter
Smith, Rotary treasurer, and Ray
Pollitt ICD treasurer

HEALTH bosses have welcomed
new powers which allow physio-
therapists and podiatrists to
issue prescriptions.
Under new government legisla-

tion, which came into effect this
week, physios and podiatrists
will be able to prescribe specific
medication to patients independ-
ently once they have taken an in-
tense training course.
The changes are intended to

speed up treatment and take
pressure off GPs, with the first
independent prescriptions to be
made next year when the first
batch of professionals have pass-
ed six to nine-month courses.
Gwen Charnock, aged 47, a po-

diatrist with the Bolton and
Bury Podiatry Group, said the
new powers would help “en-
hance the reputation” of her

profession. She said: “We can
identify certain infections peo-
ple are suffering, so to be able to
prescribe medication ourselves
would speed up the process.
“Currently, when someone

comes in with an infection we
have to refer them, sometimes to
A&E, so this change would be a
massive help.”
Medications that physios

would now be able to prescribe
include powerful painkillers,
not available over the counter,
and anti-inflammatory tablets.
The practices which pass the

courses— run by the Health and
Care Professions Council — will
only be able to prescribe medi-
cines specific to their line of ex-
pertise, while they will have
access to patients’ medical histo-
ry, so they do not make unsuit-
able prescriptions.
DrWirin Bhatiani, NHS Bolton

Clinical Commissioning Group
chairman, said: “We welcome
this further enhancement to
prescribing powers for physio-
therapists and podiatrists. This
move will enable them to work
more independently.”
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